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ornamental foliage augments spring Color
UNITED STATES—Spring bloom is the most

colorful color in the garden here. It is not the

only color though. Some deciduous foliage will

provide color at the opposite end of the year.

Bark can add a bit of color, particularly while

deciduous trees defoliate for winter. So can col-

orful fruit. Furthermore, ornamental foliage,

both deciduous and evergreen, can contribute

color.

Ornamental foliage is not the same as de-

ciduous foliage that is colorful only for autumn.

The distinction is that it is colorful from the be-

ginning. Generally, it is most colorful while

fresh during spring. If both deciduous and col-

orful for autumn, it changes from one color

scheme to another. If evergreen, it may remain

more or less colorful throughout the year.

Ornamental foliage of this sort displays var-

ious colors and patterns. Variant colors might

be yellow, orange, red, purple, blue, pink,

bronze, white or gray. They can be variegation

such as stripes, margins, blotches, spots, patterns

or blushes. Alternatively, they can be mono-

chromatic. Most fade to some degree during the

warm and dry weather of summer.

Ornamental foliage is more of an asset with-

in home gardens than in the wild.

The colors of ornamental foliage are not as

vibrant as floral color. They are not intended to

attract pollinators. In fact, most of such color

serves no practical purpose. Blue, gray or

white foliage mostly originates from high alti-

tudes or harsh desert climates. It reflects a bit

of excessive sunlight to avert scorch. Most oth-

er ornamental foliage is mere mutation.

In the wild, such mutant foliage is general-

ly a disadvantage. White portions of variegat-

ed leaves contain less chlorophyll. Conse-

quently, they can not photosynthesize as much

as green portions. Such foliage only perpetuates

unnaturally within cultivation because it is ap-

pealing. Some mutant ornamental foliage can

revert to more vigorous greener growth.

Ornamental foliage can be annual, perenni-

al or woody. New Zealand flax, canna, coleus

and caladium are the most variably colorful. Co-

prosma and various pittosporum are a bit more

limited.  Euonymus, hosta and ivy display white

or yellow variegation. Smoke tree, redbud and

some maples are surprisingly diverse. Agave

blue spruce and some junipers can contribute

gray and blue. There are too many options to

mention.

Highlight: Tree Houseleek

This must be one of the sillier horticultural

names. Tree houseleek, Aeonium arboreum, is

neither a tree nor related to leeks. The biggest

cultivars can not stand much more than three

feet tall. Above that, their succulent foliage gets

too heavy for their fleshy stems and fine roots.

They perform well as houseplants only within

very sunny situations.

Formerly common tree houseleek, with sim-

ple green foliage, is not so common anymore.

Almost all popular modern cultivars are varie-

gated or bronzed, with wide foliar rosettes. Var-

iegation ranges from bright lemony yellow to

creamy white. Bronze ranges from light brown

to very darkly purplish. Foliar rosettes are about

four to eight inches wide.

Plumply conical trusses of tiny yellow or

chartreuse flowers bloom for spring. They are

neither numerous nor brightly colorful, but are

weirdly interesting. Fresh spring foliage is

most colorful and lush. It can fade and partial-

ly shed during arid summer weather. New

plants propagate very easily from dragging

stems or cuttings of pruning scraps.

Tony Tomeo can be contacted at tony-

tomeo.com.

By Tony Tomeo

Banana YelloW (61)
UNITED STATES—In the jungle with Antonio

and Juana, and there was the Great Banana Strike

in Guatemalan. The workers went out on strike

in August. For days the lines had been drawn. It

was a relief the chosen day neared. They gath-

ered around the city plaza. Their demands were

stop their practice of hiring through sub-con-

tractors.

Their demands were simple, only because the

unions in the USA had already fought these bat-

tles before them and shed blood, for a Sunday off

and a 40-hour work week. They would have been

taken for granted, and perhaps never even noticed

elsewhere but the light of freedom lights in one

place and freedom’s torch shine more brightly.

The fieldworkers sought an eight-hour work-

day. Compensation for work accidents. A six-day

work week, and sanitary sleeping quarters that

could pass a health inspection.  A weekly wage.

No more company stores. Payment in money

rather than coupons.

The U.S. Embassy in the capital kept a stream

of information to Washington stating:

Feeling against the Government by the pro-

letariat which is shared by some of the soldiers

is high and it is doubtful if we can depend upon

the Costa Norte Government for protection. May

I respectfully suggest that my request for the pres-

ence within calling distance of an American war-

ship be granted and that it stand off subject to my

call … It is admitted that the character of the

strike has changed and that the disturbance is a

manifestation with a subversive tendencies (sub-

versive: read red tendencies).

As a matter of fact one of the generals of the

national army had the foresight to exclude sol-

diers from the department of Santa Cruz from be-

ing included in the foray because they could not

effectively open fire against banana plantation

workers with whom they might be related. The

banana company shrewdly planned for every con-

tingency, like dude, we gotta be prepared. The

Freethinking press will undoubtedly work up a

great deal of feeling against the Government and

will tend to inculcate in the popular mind a be-

lief that the Government was hasty in protecting

the interests of the Allied Fruit Company. The

Conservative journals are defending the Gov-

ernment’s course but I doubt that their counter-

fire will suffice to do away with the damage the

Liberal journals are causing. (telegrams from the

embassy).

Allied Fruit Company had a strong role. Sam

could be proud that the current gentleman who

sat in the place once occupied by adipose

Phineas Cox was already Sam’s concierge, so to

speak. Without having to be asked, he made sure

that a battleship belonging to the Marines was

parked off the coast.

Meanwhile, though not one shot had been fired

or striker assassinated, Allied was already

shrewdly planning how to handle the foreseen la-

bor shortage. The White Fleet had already been

mobilized to bring in a passel of new workers

from Barbados, who disembarked by the hundred

in Puerto Cortes. The mahogany complected la-

borers were loaded into the trains, with a desti-

nation in the banana plantations. They cars

were blazoned by the twin inverted Cs of the

Chamelecón Railway Co. The railroad’s freight

cars were deputized for the mission.

That workers about already had misgivings be-

cause one man had a cousin who had already

worked for the Banana Company and had heard

tales of atrocious conditions. His cousin’s eyes

was one of those sprayers whose skin had

turned green then blue, and he wasted away, a vic-

tim of the Bordeaux mixture.

“Before G-d, I do not want to follow in his

footsteps,” said the new recruit, trembling. All

around the dawn of panic sowed in the others

jammed into the freight car. It became a tangi-

ble doom and horror of what awaited at the plan-

tations.

“You’ll be sorry you ever said yes,” said a man

in a palm hat by the train station where the lo-

comotive got filled with water. “But you are you,

and you will learn.”

They got to their destination: a plantation on

the banks of the Sula River, and there were a few

hundred of them there already. After a few

weeks on the plantation, they had had enough.

Under the auspices of their leader Tuco, they fled

into the hills, like the lost tribe of Israel, into the

leap-dappled jungle hill, at their footsteps that

manatees fled with a rusty screech, they saw wa-

terfalls and iguanas—getting to freedom was so

much bigger and more precarious than anything

their journey from Barbados had led them to

imagine.

That first night they set up a tent and roasted

an iguana. It was delicious. Then at one point in

their wandering, they went down steep ravines

and up slow mountains, and at one point they

faced death in in mangrove swamp. And the

group of a few hundred turned around under spell

of the plantations, they trudged back to what they

knew.

“Sometimes what eats you feeds you,” said

Juana.

To be continued…

Graydon is the Wizard of Fiction.

By Grady Miller

Vegas golden Knights going to Western ConferenCe final
UNITED STATES—The Vegas Golden

Knights emerged victorious 5-2 over the Ed-

monton Oilers on Sunday, propelling them-

selves to the NHL’s Western Conference fi-

nal for the third time in franchise history. The

Knights await the winner of Game 7 Monday

between the Dallas Stars and Seattle Kraken.

Golden Knights Take Control in Second Pe-

riod

With Jonathan Marchessault’s impressive

natural hat trick in the second period, the

Knights secured a 4-2 lead heading into the

third period. William Karlsson and Reilly

Smith also contributed to the scoreboard

with their goals, the latter being an empty-

netter. Adin Hill played a vital role in the

team’s victory, making 39 saves in goal and

thus increasing their odds on the Stanley Cup.

Oilers Struggle to Keep Up

Although Warren Foegele and Connor Mc-

David each scored a goal, it was insufficient

to match the Golden Knights’ dominant per-

formance. In three out of the last four games,

Stuart Skinner, the starting Oilers goalie, has

been swapped out in favor of Jack Campbell

due to poor play.

During the first two periods of Game 6,

Skinner allowed four goals in just 17 shots be-

fore being replaced. Campbell stepped in for

the third period and made four saves.

Golden Knights Limit Oilers’ Offense

In Sunday’s second period, Vegas impres-

sively shut down Edmonton’s highly-regard-

ed power play, limiting them to only one shot.

Over the course of the last four games in the

series, the Knights limited the NHL’s highest-

scoring team from the regular season to just

10 goals. They also outscored Edmonton

17-10 at even strength.

Marchessault’s Hat Trick Leads the Way

Jonathan Marchessault finished his natural

hat trick in the second period, securing a two-

goal advantage for the Knights. From just

above the hash marks, aided by an assist from

Alex Pietrangelo, he fired a wrist shot that beat

Skinner on the far side.

At 7:44, Marchessault was positioned near

the crease when Skinner’s shoulder deflect-

ed Alec Martinez’s slapshot into the air. The

puck landed on the goal line, allowing

Marchessault to easily tap it in for another

score.

At 4:26, Marchessault secured his hat trick

with a stroke of luck, thanks to a redirection

off a skate in front of the crease. Skinner’s ef-

fort to block his shot was in vain as he slid

across the goalmouth.

McDavid and Draisaitl Reunited in Third

Period

To try and boost their offense, the Oilers re-

united Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid

on the same line in the final period. Draisaitl

had already netted 13 goals in his first eight

playoff games. While the Oilers generated sev-

eral opportunities, including a shot from

McDavid that hit the post, they could not cap-

italize on them.

With just over three minutes remaining,

Campbell was pulled to make room for an ex-

tra attacker, but the Knights, led by Hill’s stel-

lar performance, remained steadfast and held

on to their lead, adding an empty netter by

William Karlsson with 39 seconds left.

Premier Defensemen Return to Lineups

After serving one-game suspensions during

Game 5, both teams had their top defensemen

back in the lineup for Sunday’s game; Darnell

Nurse returned for Edmonton and Pietrange-

lo for Vegas. However, the Oilers had not

overlooked Pietrangelo’s slash on Draisaitl in

Game 4. In Sunday’s game, Nick Bjugstad and

Draisaitl were both seen making stick gestures

toward the Knights’ defenseman.

By Staff


